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SUMMARY

This quarterly report is the 61st in a series concerning safety and environmental protection
matters related to ports and shipping.  Highlights include:

1. The 74th session of the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC 74) of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) was held at IMO Headquarters in London from May 30 – June 8, 2001.
Among its many significant actions, the MSC: (a) adopted amendments to chapter VII of the
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS Convention), the International
Code for the Safe Carriage of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and High-Level
Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships (INF Code), and the International Code of Safety for
High-Speed Craft (HSC Code); (b) approved a draft Assembly resolution on search and
rescue that would call for more states to become parties to the 1979 International Convention
on Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR Convention); (c) approved three amendments to MSC
circular 896 on interim measures for combating unsafe practices associated with the
trafficking or transport of migrants by sea; (d) approved an MSC circular regarding guidance
on fatigue mitigation and management; (e) finalized and approved an MSC circular on
formal safety assessment (FSA) guidelines for use in the IMO rulemaking process: (f)
approved an MSC circular to provide advice to mariners on the dangers of flooding of
forward compartments, including recommendations on addressing those dangers; (g)
approved some safety-related improvements to a draft MSC/Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC) circular concerning design suggestions for ballast water and sediment
management options on new ships; and (h) approved the reports of several subcommittees
dealing with safety of navigation, flag state implementation, radiocommunications and search
and rescue, fire protection, standards of training and watchkeeping, stability and load lines,
and bulk liquids and gases.  (Item 1-A)

2. On June 8, 2001, Senator Robert C. Byrd and Senator Ted Stevens introduced S.1008, the
Climate Change Strategy and Technology Innovation Act of 2001, in the U.S. Senate.  This
bill would amend the Energy Policy Act of 1992 to develop the U.S. Climate Change
Response Strategy.  Among its findings, this bill indicates that much more progress could be
made on the issue of climate change if the United States were to adopt a new approach for
addressing climate change that included, as an ultimate long-term goal: (a) stabilization of
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous
anthropogenic interference with the climate system; and (b) a response strategy with four key
elements involving interim emission mitigation targets coupled with specific mitigation
approaches, increased energy research and development, climate adaptation research, and
continued research on resolving the remaining scientific, technical, and economic
uncertainties to aid in the development of sound response strategies.  (Item 2-A)

3. On July 20, 2001, Senator Ernest F. Hollings and Senator Bob Graham introduced S.1214,
the Port and Maritime Security Act of 2001, in the U.S. Senate.  This bill would amend the
1936 Merchant Marine Act, as amended, to establish a program to ensure greater security for
U.S. seaports, and for other purposes.  The bill would authorize the Coast Guard and the
Maritime Administration (MARAD), both of the U.S. Department of Transportation, to
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develop a maritime transportation security program.  Among its many provisions, the bill
would require the establishment of a Port Security Task Force to: (a) help implement this
Act; (b) help coordinate programs to enhance the security and safety of U.S. seaports; (c)
help provide long-term solutions for seaport security issues; (d) help coordinate the security
operations of local seaport security committees; (e) help ensure that the public and local
seaport security committees are kept informed about seaport security enhancement
developments; (f) help provide guidance for the conditions under which loan guarantees and
grants for seaport security infrastructure improvements are made; and (g) consult with the
Coast Guard and MARAD in establishing port security program guidance.  (Item 2-B)

4. In cooperation with other industry organizations, the International Chamber of Shipping
(ICS) has produced a guidance document titled Industry Code of Practice on Ship Recycling,
outlining the measures that shipowners should be prepared to take prior to disposing of
redundant ships.  The Code is a response to concerns that have been raised about the working
and environmental conditions present in some of the world’s ship recycling facilities, most of
which are located in developing countries.  The Code incorporates the inventory of
potentially hazardous materials on board vessels, which has been approved by the IMO
MEPC.  Among its many provisions, the Code recommends a program for shipping
companies to identify and record, on each of their existing ships, any potentially hazardous
materials inherent in each ship’s construction or used in its equipment and machinery.  Such
a record should be passed to any subsequent owners of the vessel.  Shipping companies are
also urged to make every effort to minimize the amount of potentially hazardous materials on
board the ship, including those carried as stores, and to ensure that the ship reaches the
recycling yard with the minimum quantities of fuel, diesel, lubricating, hydraulic, and other
oils and chemicals consistent with the safe operation of the vessel.  (Item 4-A)

For further information, contact Mr. Daniel W. Leubecker, Maritime Safety and Environmental
Specialist, Office of Environmental Activities (MAR-820), Maritime Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 400 Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC 20590, (telephone:
(202) 366-1939, facsimile: (202) 366-6988, electronic mail: daniel.leubecker@marad.dot.gov).
This report, as well as a number of previously issued quarterly reports, may be found on three
Internet Web Sites as follows: http://www.marad.dot.gov, (under publications);
http://www.marad.dot.gov/nmrec, (under environmental information); and http://www.socp.org,
(highlights or under publications).


